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English Learner District Committee

           Superintendent
 

Mr. Kathy Odom

Federal Programs
 

Mrs. Jodie McPherson

Attendance               
 
Mrs. Jason Petro



Testing Coordinator 

Mrs. Jason Petro

ESL Liaison –ELEM.  

Ms. Lucia Guajardo

ESL Liaison – MS/HS
        Ms. Liz Strunk
The EL Committee will consist of the superintendent, federal programs representative, attendance representative, testing coordinator, EL liaison, reading coach and parent representative(s)..
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Chickasaw City School System

 Mission Statement

The mission of Chickasaw City Schools is to instill in its students

high standards for scholarships, integrity, leadership, and 

responsible citizenship.  This will be achieved through 

partnerships with parents, teachers, school staff and

the Chickasaw community
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Admission and Enrollment Policies

The following policy is for Migratory, Immigrant and Limited English Proficient Students. All should have equal opportunity and access to a free public education including public preschool. The enrollment of these shall not be delayed or denied based on the following:

· lack of birth certificate

· lack of school records or transcripts

· lack of immunization or health records

· lack of proof of residency

· lack of transportation

· guardianship or custody requirements
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Enrollment Procedures for English Learners


All language-minority students must be allowed to attend school, regardless of their ability to produce a birth certificate, social security number, or immigration documentation.  Children may not be excluded from school because they do not have a social security number (Plyler v. Doe).  The student will be enrolled regardless of the ability to produce a social security number. If any student does not have a social security number the district will provide a state number.  The school should use procedures described in Alabama Administrative Code (AAC) to create a student number (See Appendix A, Online Resources, Item 2, to access the electronic copy of the AAC). If parent does not have student immunization records available, the dates of immunization may be obtained by calling the previous school that the child attended.  The LEA may need to contact the former school system.  If necessary, students can begin the immunization series at the local public health department.  If appropriate immunization documentation cannot be obtained within a reasonable period of time, the student’s case should be handled in accordance with approved state and local board of education procedures. The LEA should work collaboratively with community and area agencies to facilitate the school enrollment process.  These efforts should be documented for future reference as needed. 

The goal for English learners is that they attain fluency in English and master the academic content standards on required state assessments. English learners are placed in age-appropriate classrooms to provide access to grade level content and the opportunity to interact with English speaking peers. ELs are placed in the least restrictive educational environment. Incoming high school credits are based on prior transcripts from the U.S. or other country. Translators are sought to interpret these transcripts. English learners are eligible for all programs and services provided to mainstream students. Policies regarding the referral process to Special Education is provided in the  English Language Learners Policy and Procedure Manual by SDE. Again, the goal is for English learners to obtain language proficiency while meeting content standards.
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Procedures for English Learners

STEP 1:
 Identification 
Once the Home Language Survey is identified, The ESL Liaison will assess students to determine the level of English proficiency and to facilitate appropriate instructional and program placement decisions.  The SDE has adopted the World Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA).  This company produces the annual mandated test, the ACCESS and the placement test, the W-APT.  Both of these assessments help determine eligibility for placement in the LEA’s English language development program.  This should be completed within thirty (30) days of enrollment.  English learners who register after the beginning of the school year must be assessed within ten (10) days of enrollment.  If the student is a transfer from another U.S. school, the ESL liaison will request ACCESS scores from participating states.  If it is not a participating state the student will be assessed by the W-APT for placement determination.              
               Time Line for Identification , Placement, And Assessment of

                     English Learners in Chickasaw City School District
Within the first 2 weeks of school or first 10 days of enrollment:

Administer the Home Language Survey

         If survey indicates “English Only” then no further action from ESL necessary.
         If survey indicates a language other than English, proceed.

Within 10 days of receipt of Home Language Survey:

Administer the W-APT screener to obtain English proficiency level.

         If score is 4.8 or higher, send home Determination of Eligibility Letter to parents

         letting them know that student is not eligible for services.

         If score is below 4.8, student is eligible for services.  Send home invitation to a 

         parent meeting to explain placement in program and accommodations.

Within 30 days of completion of the Home Language Survey:

Conduct EL Committee Meeting with parent and discuss the Eligibility Determination,

Notification of English Language Development Placement, Description of District

English Language Development, and Accommodations.

           If parents do not wish for the student to receive Title III supplemental services, 

           they will sign the translated Waiver of Title III Supplemental Services.
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During the state-mandated ACCESS testing window:

Administer the ACCESS for ELs.

           If student scores below a 4.8 then services continue and the EL Committee meets

           again to discuss program (above).

           If the student score a 4.8 or higher, student is exited from the program and an

           exit letter is sent home to the parents.

Quarterly for two years after exit:

Monitor exited student and complete ESL Monitoring documentation.
           If EL Committee recommends that student be readmitted to the ESL program

           during the monitoring period, student will be re-screened and another EL parent   

           meeting will be held.  Student may re-enter the program.

After the two year monitoring period:

Take student off monitoring status.

STEP 2: 
Placement/ I-ELP Plan

Once a student qualifies for the ESL Program, an Individual Language Learner Plan (I-ELP) is developed. The EL Committee makes decisions to develop a sound educational program for the student. This plan includes the level of English proficiency and the program instructional recommendations. It also includes appropriate accommodations in instruction, assignments, and assessments. This plan is reevaluated each year. This I-ELP plan is placed in folders secured by the ESL liaison. 
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STEP 2: 
Placement/I-ELP Plan 

Parents should be a part of designing the I-ELP. According to NCLB Title III requirements, districts must provide notification to parent(s) of ELs that have been identified for participation in an English language instruction educational program. Parents must be notified of the following:

1. The reasons for the identification. 

2. The child’s level of English proficiency. 
a.  How such level was assessed.
b.  The status of the child’s academic achievement. 

3. The method of instruction used in the program. 

4. How the program will meet the educational strengths and needs of the child. 

5. How the program will specifically help their child learn English and meet 
age-appropriate academic achievement standards for grade promotion and graduation. 

6. The specific exit requirements for such program, expected rate of transition from such program into the regular education classroom, and the expected rate of graduation from secondary school.

7. In the case of a child with a disability, how the program meets the objectives of the individualized education program of the child.
 

8. The right of the parents to have their child immediately removed from supplemental Title III programs upon request.  

9. The options that parents have to decline to enroll their child in such supplemental Title III programs or to choose another program or method of instruction if available.


10. The various programs and methods of instruction if more than one program or method is offered by the eligible entity.  
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STEP 3: 
Exit Procedures

The students remains in the program until a 4.8 is reached on the ACCESS. At this point, the student enters a monitoring period of 2 years. If the student is struggling in the mainstream classroom after exiting, he/she can always be placed back in the program if the EL committee believes it is in the best interest of the student. It is important to remember that this decision be determined on language proficiency. Other factors due to failure such as participation, behavior, compliance, etc. would not qualify for replacement into the program. The student is assessed with W-APT to determine eligibility for placement back in the program.

When the student transitions out of the monitoring stage (2 Years), they are considered a former English language learner (FLEP).

Parent Refusal of Title III Supplemental English Language Development Program

Parent refusals MUST complete and sign a Request for Title III Supplemental ELD Program Withdrawal Form (appendix).

Parent’s consent to waive service must be obtained each school year.

If parent denies participation in supplemental Title III services, the school is still required to make accommodations in instruction and monitor the student’s academic performance.  Student is still identified as EL.  

ELs are required to participate in the annual ACCESS for ELLs English Language Proficiency Test.  All ELs, including refusals and special education students taking AAA, must participate until the EL has met all criteria for program exit.
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Assessment for English Learners:
ACCESS/W-APT
ACCESS for ELLs (Assessing Comprehension and Communication of English State-to-State for English Language Learners) is a secure large-scale English proficiency test that is given annually in World Class Instruction Design (WIDA) Consortium member states to assess progress in acquiring academic English. The W-APT is used as a “screener” test for incoming students who need initial placement. Both test measure speaking, listening, reading, and writing across the WIDA Standards for English Learners, Kindergarten through Grade 12. The standards are:

1. English language learners communicate in English of SOCIAL AND INSTUCTIONAL  purposes within the school setting.

2. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of LANGAUGE ARTS.

3. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of MATHEMATICS.

4. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of SCIENCE.

5. English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of SOCIAL STUDIES.

The ACCESS and W-APT are administered in grade level clusters: Kindergarten, Grades 1-2, Grades 3-5, Grades 6-8, Grades 9-12. The ACCESS takes a step further by putting each grade level cluster into TIERS: TIER A, TIER B, TIER C. The ESL Program determines which TIER is appropriate for each student. Tier A is typically for beginning students, TIER B is typically for intermediate students, and TIER C is typically for advanced students in levels of English proficiency.

The ACCESS for ELLs is administered annually according to the SDE. All Kindergarten students are assessed individually. Students in grades 1-12 take the Speaking portion individually. The Listening, Reading, and Writing portion is taken in a small group setting according to TIER level.

Note: If there is an instance where the parents refused EL program services, the student must still take the ACCESS.
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Assessment for English Learners:
 

ACT Aspire, DIBELS, Alabama Science Test, AAA, AHSGE, EXPLORE and PLAN, ACT
ELs in their first 12 months of enrollment in U.S. Schools (not including Peurto Rico) are provided an exemption from academic content assessments in reading/language arts for accountability purposes. 

Reading:

For the ACT Aspire and AAA, the reading sub tests can be deferred for the first school year. 

Mathematics:

ELs must take the mathematics portions of the ACT Aspire and AAA.

Science:

ELs must take the Alabama Science Assessment.
Other Subjects/Assessments (not a part of accountability)

EXPLORE can be deferred for one year.
DIBELS cannot be deferred.

*A Parental Approval for Exemption from Testing form must be completed and placed in the student's cumulative file.
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AMAOs

Accountability for English Learners

Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives Status (AMAO)

In 2001, No Child Left Behind inaugurated major changes in expectations places on state and local education agencies concerning assessment and accountability for English Learners. Proficiency standards are to be aligned with content standards appropriate for learning a second language. AMAOs measure and report the progress of ELs, holding districts eligible to receive Title III funding.

AMAOs have three parts:

AMAO-A
is based on the % of students reaching Adequate Progress in Language Acquisition (APLA). In Alabama, it is required that 50% of ELs make .5 gain on the ACCESS for (2014).

AMAO-B  
is based on the % of students reaching Attainment of Proficiency. In Alabama, it is required that 17% of ELs exit the program, scoring a 4.8 on the ACCESS for (2014).  

AMAO-C 
requires that the EL subgroup make AYP on state-mandated reading and math tests. 

Percentages are raised 2% each year. For example, the targets for 2013-2014, will be 50% for AMAO-A, and 17% for AMAO-B.

*See memorandum FYH-2087, from Thomas Bice, Deputy State Superintendent, concerning N size
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Parent Notification Requirements for English Learners

It is Chickasaw City School's policy to employ parents as a vital piece to the success of each student. Translators are available through the ESL liaison so that communication is insured for parent meetings and notifications through the schools and/or liaison at the Chickasaw Board of Education. A variety of acceptable parent notifications forms can be found online at www.transact.com. 

It is required that parents be notified of the educational plan for their child. This was explained previously during “STEP 2” of Procedures for English Learners. It is also required that the school district must inform parents when AMAO's are not met. Notifications must be sent home within 30 days in a manner that the parent understands. When an English Learner enrolls in school during the year, the parents must be notified of the failing school's ESL program within two weeks. Again, www. transact.com has these notices in 22 different languages. 

It is Chickasaw City School's mission that parents are informed and included in all forms of communication and participation: ESL services, enrollment procedures, policy procedures, PTA meetings, parent meetings, parental involvement meetings, homeless assistance, special education, pre-school programs, child nutrition program, instructional services, etc.
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Instructional Program Model for English Learners

From the SDE EL Policy and Procedures Manual, pg. 25

ELs are a diverse group of students whose personal, cultural, and educational backgrounds differ significantly, and thus require instruction that meets their particular needs.  Like all students in Alabama, ELs must be provided with access to the Alabama courses of study and district curriculum but require different instructional pathways to master those standards.

ELs require instruction that makes content comprehensible, which accelerates acquisition of academic language proficiency and literacy.  Appropriate instructional support to increase academic English and achievement should include an adequate amount of pre-activities and modeling, access to reading materials in their native language for classroom and homework assignments, availability of bilingual books (both fiction and non-fiction), meaningful hands-on activities that contextualize abstract concepts, and use of native language in speaking and writing activities (even if the teacher does not know this language).  “Any modification of instruction that depends on supports to bolster the students’ access to meaning “ (Gottlieb, 2006) is considered a classroom accommodation.  As the EL attains fluency in English, fewer variations or accommodations in classroom activities will be necessary.

ELs must simultaneously learn English and content.  The WIDA English Language Proficiency (ELP) Standards facilitate the design of language development objectives that support, guide, and develop content knowledge and skills at the appropriate level of English proficiency.  Educators must go beyond teaching ELs survival English by developing their academic English through the context of all content areas.

Students who are acquiring a new language undergo five stages of language development: Entering, Beginning, Developing, Transitioning, and Bridging until they attain English proficiency.  

By implementing the WIDA ELP Standards in the classroom, teachers are able to provide ELs with meaningful access to local curriculum as they progress through the stages of language acquisition.
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Instructional Program Model for English Learners

The program instructional model that the Chickasaw City School System employs is Sheltered Instruction. Individual goal setting is implemented for ELs using data driven analysis. Teachers differentiate through content, instruction, and expectations according to English proficiency level. 

EL students are most often included in specially designed academic instruction in English classrooms where effective implementation of Tier 1 instruction takes place. Because most instruction occurs in the classroom, activities are tiered for appropriate levels of English proficiency according to ACCESS scores and incorporating WIDA standards. Providing differentiated instruction allows for appropriate accommodation (instruction, assessment, assignments), thus allowing for individual student needs to be met. 

The ESL program evaluates the specific needs at each school and provides differentiated instruction. The Chickasaw City School System believes that collaboration between the EL liaison and teacher is vital to the academic success of ELs. This success is achieved by using the components of differentiated instruction, WIDA standards, and effective teaching strategies. 
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State Codes for English Learners

Upon identification and placement, students should be given a code in the Software Technology Incorporated InformaitonNOW Program. The table below contains codes used by State Student Assessment and InformationNOW along with a definition of codes.  For state assessment and accountability purposes, the SDE uses one coding system for ELs. Similar codes are also used by the SDE for data collection from InformaitonNOW. 

	Codes for State Assessments 
	 STI Codes 
	Definitions of Codes  

	 Non-ELL
	 0
	Students whose home language surveys do not indicate a language other than English spoken in the home. These are not students classified as NOMPHLOTE.

	 LEP Year 1
	 1
	Limited-English Proficient students who are in their first year in a U.S. school.

	LEP Year 2 or more
	 2
	Limited-English Proficient students who are in their second year or more in a U.S. school.

	FLEP Monitoring Year 1
	 3
	Students who have exited the ESL program and are in their first year of systematic monitoring. These students no longer take ACCESS for ELLs English Language Proficiency Test.

	FLEP Monitoring Year 2
	 4
	Students who have exited the ESL program and are in their second year of systematic monitoring. These students no longer take ACCESS for ELL English Language Proficiency Test.

	FLEP
	 5
	Former Limited-English Proficient students who have successfully completed two years of monitoring and are no longer LEP.

	LEP Waived Services
	 6
	Students who are LEP yet parents have refused supplemental Title III services.

	NOMPHLOTE
	 7
	National Origin Minority Student Whose Primary Home Language is Other Than English. These students have a non-English language background but are fluent in English and do not require ESL services. Parents, however, may need information in their home language.
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Additional Resources

SDE English Language Learners Policy and Procedures Manual

WIDA Standards adopted by SDE:  http://www.wida.us
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ESL PROGRAM EVALUATION 

The ESL Program evaluates its program on an on-going basis.  It also does an annual program evaluation as required by Federal law.  The program evaluation includes but is not limited to data collection and a review of:

· The progress made by ESL students based on formal and informal assessments.

· ELLs grades and work samples.

· State-mandated assessment scores.

· The number of ELLs who drop-out of school.

· The number of ELLs retained.

· The number of ELLs who graduate.

· The number of ELLs who exit ESL service. 

· The number of ELLs who successfully complete a two year monitor period.

· The percentage of ELLS who progressed one or more level on the IPT proficiency test. 

· The number of ELLs who are placed in Exceptional Education service. 

· The number of parents participating in parental involvement programs.

· Anecdotal information from interviews with parents and students.

· Professional development opportunities provided to classroom and ESL teachers, administrators, and support personnel, including numbers of participants in those training sessions.

In addition, the ESL liaison does individual and collective data analysis according to AMAOs and ACCESS reports. AMAOs indicate strengths and weaknesses by schools and the district. This information is used to create an improvement plan for each individual school. Result from ACCESS is used to address strengths and weaknesses of the students and design the suitable instructional delivery. Differentiated Instruction is the core program model used to address these specific needs at each school. This data analysis is shared between the ESL Department, teachers, and administrators in a collaborative effort to drive instruction.
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